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Composting

The Dirt on Composting
Compost is decomposed organic matter that

is dark and crumbly with a clean, carthy

smell. It conmains bath major and miner plant
navtrients as well as crace ebements essential for

healthy plant growah,

COMNTAIMERS

Plastic Starionary Bins
Tumbling or Rotating Bins
Wire Bins

When choosing a sive for your compast bim,
here are a few suggestions. Seloct a shady area
that is protected from the prevailing wind
and, if possible, chose 1o the garden where the
compost will be used. Make sure thar you are
near a waier source to re-hydmie your pale. I
the bin s accessible fram all sides, it allows for
ease of murning.

REGUIREMENTS

All organic manter breaks down naturally over
time. This process is accomplished by benchi-
ial bacteria, fungi and other micosrganisms,
Henw long i will rake is anybody’s guess. You
may help speed up vhe process by creating
the ideal conditions for decomposition. This
includes the presence of carbon, nitrogen, air,
and warer,

C/M Ratio

When simulating the optimum conditions

for compost decomposition, the standard
recommmendation (& 3w 13 chree pans carbon
to one part nitrogen. Carbon-based marerial is
Tsporweny and nirn'-gtn-hawd marerial iz |:|:|.|.1||:|.'.
bsar e al.u.n:..-.-_;. Ereemn, ffl‘mppin&w s]'m:-ddins
additions o the COMmposE |:li]-|: will LFEI!L‘I up
the d-n:nmpn:il:irm.

Example of both Carbon and Nirogen

additions ineclude:

Broivis Marerial (Cavlvaw)

Divied Leaves

Shredded Paper

Woad Ash & Saw Dum #
Egg Shells

Chipped Brush & Wood Chips

Straw & Twigs

Gereen Matevial (Nitragen)

Crass Clippings Free of Pesticides
Vepetable 8 Fruit Scraps

Disease & Insacr Free Plang Material
Horse, Coa, Chiclen & Robbit Manare
Coffee Grownds wich filvers & Tea Bags
Lsed Patting Soil

Never Use i Comnpasting

Human, Cat or Dhog Manure

Dscased or Insccr Infesved Mant Marerial
Weeds with Formed Seed Heads
Perennial or Invasive Weeds

Mlcar or Fish

Dairy Products

Cooking Ol or Salsd Dircssing

Bones

¥,Garden
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