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Acid Loving
Plants

Soil pH is a critical factor for gardening suc-
cess, Some plancs chrive in newtral soil while
other plants prefer soil thac is on the acidic
side. The difference lies in the plancs abilicy
b0 sE nurients present in the soil. For plants
that prefer an acidic soil a orivical nurrient

is irom. Irom is most available in soil with a
pH af around 5.5, Withour iron, acid boving
plants will wrn yellow and suffer sranted
growth.

Tasting and Adjusting Soll pH

Refare p]:rui:nf_ any |1hnl it 1t et vo know
the optimum pH range thar the plane will
thrive in and the pH of the sail in which you
will be planting. “The right plang in the right
place™ is always the best policy. Purchase a pH
test kin or merer. This will give you a more
in-depth soll analysis along with the pH. To
carrect soil pH it is imperative that you know
the sail pH before vou arrempt o change ir.
.-".d.-:l.in.s shredded '|.1i:|||: needles, or mmpnuni
oak leaves, will assist in lowering soil pH over
gime, Aquil.:lu:l: fix is the addition of 1w
marerials -.;nmmnnl}" used for this pruirpue:
aluminum sulfate or garden sulfur. Alumi-
e sulfare will i;lungq the il F]‘l insl::.nl:|}'
because the aluminum produces the acid-

ity as soon as it dissolves in dhe soil. Garden

sulfur requires some time for the conversion
o mulfuric cid with the gid of il hacteria.
The conversion rate is based on the Anenes
of the sulfur, the amount of sail maoisture,
il temperature, and the presence of bacteria.
Based on these fEetor, the converion rate af
sillfur may be very slow. It may ke several
months, if the conditions are nor ideal, w
react. Acidifiers should be worked innm the
soil after application wo be effective. Do nos
apply wo beal swriface or burn may resulr, Read
ansd abide by manufacrurer insorsctions when
applying. Keep in mind thar it cakes time to
alver sail pH and your soil will tend to revert
to its odd pH aver time, necesitating repeated
treatrnent. Attempting to change soil pH too
quickly may shock and kill a plan. A good
rube of thumb is wo adjust mo mose than one
poln per season. Fermilizers recommendad for
acid loving plants do mor assisc in adjusting
the soil pH.

Acid Loving Trees & Shrubs

Aralea Trea

Bayberry Leucothos
Blucherry Magnolia
Dogwond Mountain Ash
Fir Mountain Lawrel
Fothergilla Oak

Heath Pieris

Heather Pine

Hemalack Rhadadendron
Huolly Spruce
Hydrangea
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